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TWO MINUTE TRAINING
SUBJECT:

Regulatory Status of Characteristic Baghouse Dust Destined for Reclamation

Q:

A customer has baghouse dust that is a characteristic dangerous waste for chrome, D007. The baghouse
dust is destined for reclamation. If the baghouse dust is destined for reclamation, is it exempt from
RCRA hazardous waste regulation?

A:

Table 1 of WAC 173-303-016 [40 CFR 261.2] indicates that materials are solid wastes if noted with an
asterisk (*) and that materials are not solid waste if NOT noted with an asterisk. This table includes a
variety of wastes including spent materials, characteristic sludges, listed by-products, characteristic byproducts, commercial chemical products, and scrap metal. Then corresponding management methods
include use constituting disposal, energy recovery/fuel, reclamation, and speculative accumulation. This
table indicates that a characteristic sludge destined for reclamation is not a solid waste and therefore
cannot be a hazardous waste. Note that recycling via fuels blending would be considered energy
recovery and not a form of reclamation.
WAC 173-303-040, Definitions, [40 CFR 260.10], defines a "sludge" as "any solid, semi-solid, or liquid waste
generated from a municipal, commercial, or industrial wastewater treatment plant, water supply treatment plant, or
air pollution control facility..." Therefore, a solid waste generated from a commercial air pollution control
facility (a baghouse) is by definition a sludge.
Since the baghouse dust is D007 characteristic hazardous waste, meets the definition of a sludge, and is
destined for reclamation, it is not a solid waste and not regulated as a dangerous waste. Note that if the
baghouse dust had been an F or K listed hazardous waste, the sludge would not have been a
characteristic sludge, but a listed sludge and then be a solid waste and therefore regulated as a dangerous
waste, if reclaimed.
Other materials that are not regulated as dangerous waste when reclaimed include characteristic byproducts and commercial chemical products (U and P listed wastes). See the Table at WAC 173-303-016,
[40 CFR 261.2] to ensure a complete understanding of which materials are regulated as solid wastes and
which materials are not regulated as solid wastes and potentially dangerous wastes, when reclaimed.

SUMMARY:
A characteristic sludge when reclaimed is not a solid waste and therefore cannot be a hazardous waste.
A baghouse dust meets the RCRA definition of "sludge".
A characteristic baghouse dust destined for reclamation is not regulated as a dangerous waste.
WAC 173-303-016, Table 1 is attached to the e-mail. If you have any questions, contact me at Paul_W_Martin@rl.gov or at
(509) 376-6620.
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING – ATTACHMENT
SUBJECT:

Regulatory Status of Characteristic Baghouse Dust Destined for Reclamation

WAC 173-303-016

Identifying solid waste.

(Materials noted with an "*" in columns 1, 2, 3, or 4 of Table 1 are solid wastes.)
TABLE 1
Use constituting
disposal WAC
173-303-016
(5)(a)

Energy
Reclamation
recovery/ fuel
WAC 173-303WAC 173-303016 (5)(c)
016 (5)(b)

Speculative
accumulation
WAC 173-303-016
(5)(d)

Spent materials

(*)

(*)

(*)

(*)

Commercial
chemical products

(*)

(*)

──

──

By-products listed
in WAC 173-3039904

(*)

(*)

(*)

(*)

Sludges listed in
WAC 173-303-9904

(*)

(*)

(*)

(*)

By-products
exhibiting a
characteristic1 or
criteria2

(*)

(*)

──

(*)

Sludges exhibiting a
characteristic1 or
(*)
criteria2

(*)

──

(*)

Scrap metal that is
not excluded under
(*)
WAC 173-303-071
(3)(ff)

(*)

(*)

(*)

Note:

FROM:

Paul W. Martin

The terms "spent materials," "sludges," "by-products," "scrap metal"
and "processed scrap metal" are defined in WAC 173-303-040.
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